
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE 847 

and valuable work. The series should do much in this country to 
promote the study of an interesting but neglected literature. 

Harvard University. J- Winthrop Platner. 

Das sogenannte Religionsgesprach am Hof der Sasaniden. 
Von Eduard Bratke. Drei wenig beachtete cypria- 
nische Schriften und die Acta Fault. Von Adolph 
Harnack. ( Texte und Untersuchungen zur Geschichte der alt- 
chtistlichen Literatur, herausgegeben von O. von Gebhardt 
u. A. Harnack ; N. F., IV, 3.) Leipzig : J. C. Hinrichs, 1899. 
Pp. vi+305+34. M. 9. 

This so-called "religious conference (of Greeks, Jews, and Chris- 
tians) at the court of the Sassanidae " or " narrative of events in 
Persia," although known and quoted before and published in part in 
1804, was not published in full until 1893, and then quite inadequately 
on the basis of two MSS. This edition of Bratke is founded on a 
large number of MSS. thoroughly studied, and if, as he concludes, they 
lead in as many as six independent lines to the archetype, the text 
should be well-nigh immaculate. A superficial study of the variants 
gives good general grounds for believing that the textual principles 
laid down by the editor are sound and the resulting text highly reliable. 
At all events, the textual apparatus is adequate and the evidence clearly 
displayed, so that anyone may form his own judgment if he chooses. 

The discussions, by the editor, of previous editions (pp. 46-61) and 
manuscript material (pp. 62-127) are extensive and thorough; the 
account of translations (p. 128) less so. Though this is perhaps a matter 
of small importance in the absence of ancient Latin translations, yet 
both Armenian and Slavic versions seem at least possible text sources of 
which one would like to hear more. 

The literary sources (pp. 129-229), "Greek prophecies," Jewish 
apocrypha, Bible, etc., are discussed with much fulness, acumen, and 
wealth of literary learning, and the matter of the employment of the 
Religionsgesprach by later writers is treated in scholarly and adequate 
fashion, although leaving a tempting impression that the field is not 
exhausted. Bratke reaches the conclusion that the first sure evidence 
of use was in the eighth century, although there are possible traces 
even in the fifth and sixth centuries. 

The " author and his work " (pp. 240-7 1) is treated with equal con- 
vincingness, and the conclusion reached is that he is not Anastasius of 
Antioch, not " Aphroditianus," and of course not Africanus, but an 
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anonymous writer of the fifth century, probably from Asia Minor or 
Syria, certainly not from Persia or Byzantium, orthodox in his tend- 
encies, who undoubtedly wrote in the ecclesiastical Greek, though 
with many peculiarities. The analysis of the psychological, linguistic, 
and historical elements of the work is acute and extremely interesting 
to the scholastic. 

The form of the whole body of the work and of its descriptive table 
of contents is clear and satisfactory, the indexes to literary parallels, 
names, passages, etc., are useful, and that to abbreviations a comfort 
and delight to those who have suffered where there are none. The 
grammatical and lexical indexes (albeit the editor apologizes for them, 
p. 127, as "wanting in completeness in the philological sense") are 
extremely valuable contributions to apparatus, the lexical being almost 
of the nature of a complete concordance. 

Harnack's contribution to this volume of the Texte u. Untersuchungen 
is an extremely interesting example of the "putting two and two 
together to make four " for which Harnack through his wide knowledge 
of his literature and brilliant power of association has become famous. 
The result of this essay is to show that the author of the pseudocypri- 
anic Caena, Oratio I, and Oratio II, after 380 and not later than the 
sixth century, used the " Acts of Paul " as a source coordinate in value 
with the New Testament books. Also, incidentally, it confirms C. 
Schmid's identification of the Heidelberg papyrus collection of Pauline 
apocryphal writings with the long-lost " Acts of Paul." 

It is a small piece of work (thirty-two pages, including reprints of the 
Caena and Oratio If), but is as pretty an example as can be imagined of 
what may be hoped for from minute scholarship — a real stimulus to those 
who are trying to tread this painful path to a far-off and elusive goal. 

Princeton University Library. Ernest C. Richardson. 



Gestorum Pontificum Romanorum Vol. I : Liber Pontificalis 
Pars Prior. Edidit Theodorus Mommsen. Berolini : Apud 
Weidmannos, 1898. Pp. cxxxix + 295. 4 facs. tab. 4to. 
(" Monumenta Germaniae Historica.") 

This noteworthy contribution to a famous series by the veteran and 
distinguished Mommsen deserved an earlier and fuller review in these 
pages. It is a remarkable thing to have had within a few years two such 
monumental editions of a work as the editions of the Liber pontificalis 
by Duchesne and Mommsen, and more remarkable that they should 



